
Judge Conway:  Please find attached Petitioner’s memorandum of law regarding the Tribunal’s 
jurisdiction over this appeal.   
  
At the hearing on Petitioner’s motion to reconsider the stay, the Tribunal asked the parties to address 
whether either section 1-45 or section 1-15 of the Tax Tribunal Act precluded Tribunal jurisdiction in this 
case.  The Department’s email of this morning concludes that section 1-45 is not a jurisdictional bar, but 
it overlooks discussion of section 1-15.  The memorandum we have attached here addresses this 
section, and concludes that it is no bar either. 
  
Finally, as a reason for staying the case, the Department suggests that if time really were of the essence 
for GModelo, it would have filed a protest on or shortly after the date on which its claims were deemed 
denied (by operation of law) in July 2013.  While this point is perhaps debatable in the abstract, it omits 
mention of the fact that from May 2013 through April 2014, the parties were involved in settlement 
discussions in a related case, and that the outcome of those discussions would have resolved the matter 
under consideration here.  Thus, assuming as it did, that the settlement negotiations were held in good 
faith, there was no reason for GModelo to have opened another front by filing an appeal with the 
Tribunal.  We respectfully suggest that the Department’s request for two bites at the apple—first a 
lengthy audit, and then full-blown discovery—is the least efficient or economical means of proceeding 
with this case.  We request that the stay be lifted accordingly.  
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Privileged/Confidential information may be contained in this message. If you are not the addressee indicated in 
this message (or responsible for delivery of the message to such person), you may not copy or deliver this message 
to anyone. In such case, you should destroy this message, and notify us immediately. If you or your employer do 
not consent to Internet email messages of this kind, please advise us immediately. Opinions, conclusions, and 
other information expressed in this message are not legal advice, nor are any opinions, conclusions, and other 
information expressed in this message given or endorsed by my firm or employer unless otherwise indicated by an 
authorized representative independent of this message. 

Treasury Circular 230 Disclosure: To the extent this communication contains any statement regarding federal 
taxes, that statement was not written or intended to be used, and it cannot be used, by any person (i) as a basis for 
avoiding federal tax penalties that may be imposed on that person, or (ii) to promote, market, or recommend to 
another party any transaction or matter addressed herein. Ryan Law Firm, LLP is an independent limited liability 
partnership duly formed under the law of the state of Texas and in accordance with all applicable laws, 
professional conduct rules, ethical rules, and all controlling constitutional decisions and generally accepted 
principles established in applicable federal and state courts of law. 
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Ryan Law Firm, LLP is owned and operated solely by licensed attorneys. Ryan Law Firm, LLP is not affiliated, 
partnered, controlled, captured, owned, or managed by Ryan, LLC. 

 


